The formalism of Supersymmetric Quantum Mechanics supplies a trial wave function to be used in the Variational Method. The screened Coulomb potential is analysed within this approach. Numerical and exact results for energy eigenvalues are compared.
made to the superpotential which determines the variational (trial) wavefunction through the algebraic approach of SQM.
Our system is three dimensional and in this case it is possible to determine the variational eigenfunctions for each value of angular momentum l . The first eigenfunction, obtained from direct factorization of the effective Hamiltonian, corresponds to the minimum energy for each l .
This new methodology has been successfully applied to other atomic systems such as the Hulthén, [11] , and the Morse, [12] , potentials. Here it is applied to the screened Coulomb potential.
In what follows, we briefly introduce, for completeness, the SQM scheme, then introduce the variational method and show our results.
II. Supersymmetric Quantum Mechanics
In SQM, [10] - [11] , for N = 2 we have two nilpotent operators, Q and Q + , that satisfying the algebra
where H SS is the supersymmetric Hamiltonian. This algebra can be realized as
where A ± are bosonic operators. With this realization the supersymmetric Hamiltonian H SS is then given by
where H ± are called supersymmetric partner Hamiltonians and share the same spectra, apart from the nondegenerate ground state. Using the super-algebra, a given Hamiltonian can be factorized in terms of the bosonic operators. Inh = c = 1 units, it is given by
where E
0 is the lowest eigenvalue and the function V 1 (r) includes the barrier potential term. The bosonic operators are defined by
where the superpotential W 1 (r) satisfies the Riccati equation
which is a consequence of the factorization of the Hamiltonian H 1 .
The eigenfunction for the lowest state is related to the superpotential W 1 by
Now it is possible to construct the supersymmetric partner Hamiltonian
0 .
If one factorizes H 2 in terms of a new pair of bosonic operators, A ± 2 one gets,
where E (2) 0 is the lowest eigenvalue of H 2 and W 2 satisfy the Riccati equation,
Thus a whole hierarchy of Hamiltonians can be constructed, with simple relations connecting the eigenvalues and eigenfunctions of the n-members, [13] , [15] . Thus, the formalism of SQM allows us to evaluate the ground state eigenfunction from the knowledge of the superpotential W (r), satisfying the Riccati equation, eq.(6). However, since the potential is not exactly solvable, the purpose is to propose an ansatz for the superpotential and, based in the superalgebra information, we evaluate a trial wavefunction that minimizes the expectation value of the energy. The energy eigenvalues pursued are evaluated by minimizing the energy expectation value with respect to a free parameter introduced by the ansatz.
III. Trial wavefunction for the variational calculation
The screened Coulomb potential is given, in atomic units, by
where δ is the screened length. The associated radial Schrödinger equation includes the potential barrier term and it is given by
where the unit length ish 2 /me 2 and the energy unit is ǫ 0 = −me 4 /h 2 . In order to determine an effective potential similar to the potential in the Hamiltonian (12) , that is the screened Coulomb potential plus the potential barrier term, the following ansatz to the superpotential is suggested
Substituting it into (7), one gets
Assuming that the radial trial wave function is given by (14) , replacing δ by the variational parameter µ, i.e.,
the variational energy is given by
Thus, minimizing this energy with respect to the variational parameter µ one obtains the best estimate for the energy of the screened Coulomb potential. As our potential is not exactly solvable, the superpotential given by eq. (13) does not satisfy the Riccati equation (6) but it does satisfy it for an effective potential instead, V ef f
whereW 1 = W 1 (δ =μ) is given by eq. (13) andμ is the parameter that minimises the energy expectation value, (16). It is given by
(1 − e −δr ) 2 + 1 2
where δ =μ that minimises energy expectation value. One observes that for small values of δ the first term is similar to the potential (11) and the last is approximately the potential barrier term. This observation allows us to conclude that the superpotential (13) can be used to analyse the three dimensional screened Coulomb potential variationally through the trial wavefunction (14) .
IV. Results
For l = 0 the effective potential (18) becomes identical to the Hulthén potential. Thus, the results presented in Table 1 coincide with those of ref. [7] , where the Hulthén potential eigenfunctions are directly used in the variational calculation. The deviation on the fifth decimal algarism can be attributed to the accuracy of the numerical calculation. Table 1 . Energy eigenvalues as function of the screening parameters δ for 1s state (l = 0), in rydberg units of energy. Comparison is make with variational and exact numerical results from [1] and [7] .
The results become more interesting for l = 0. In this case the effective potential differs from the Hulthén potential. Table 2 shows the results for 2p (l = 1), 3d (l = 2) and 4f (l = 3) energy levels. Also given in this Table 2 . Energy eigenvalues as function of the screening parameters δ for 2p (l = 1), 3d (l = 2) and 4f (l = 3) states, in rydberg units of energy. Variational values obtained by the trial function (15) are compared with exact numerical results obtained from reference [1] , (see also [6] ).
V. Conclusions
We have proposed trial wavefunctions to be used in the variational calculation in order to determine the energy eigenvalues of the screened Coulomb potential. These functions were induced from supersymmetric quantum mechanics formalism. The approach consists of making an ansatz in the superpotential which satifies the Riccati equation by an effective potential. The trial wavefunctions were then determined from this superpotential through the superalgebra.
For l = 0 the effective potential obtained is identical to the Hulthén potential. However for l = 0 the potential has a new structure. The trial wavefunctions suggested for this case are different from those proposed in references [6] - [8] . Within our framework the energy eigenvalue for each value of l is obtained using the same function (14) .
In terms of the hierarchy of Hamiltonians, we obtained the first member for each value of l. Other members can be determined from the usual approach in supersymmetric quantum mechanics, [15] .
One observes that the results obtained are in very good agreement to those found in the literature. The results are better for small values of the parameter δ. This observation is justified by the fact that for small values of δ the effective potential is more similar to the original potential than for higher values of δ.
